JUNE 5]                         ST BONIFACE, B. M.                              599

letters from the aforesaid Bishop Daniel, by which he was strongly recom-
mended to his holiness. Gregory having read them, and conversed some
time with the saint, began to treat him with extraordinary marks of
kindness and esteem, and gave him an ample commission to preach the
faith to all the infidel nations of Germany, He bestowed on him many
holy relics, and dismissed him with his blessing and letters of recom-
mendation to all Christian princes on his way. The holy missionary lost
no time, but taking the road to Germany, crossed the Lower Alps, and
travelling through Bavaria into Thuringia, there began his apostolical
functions. He not only baptized great numbers of infidels, but also*
brought the Christians he found already established in Bavaria and in
the provinces adjoining to France (especially the priests and bishops)
to reform many irregularities and to live in a manner agreeable to the
precepts of the gospel and the holy canons of the church; for the com-
merce of the heathens had almost extinguished in them the sense of the
pure maxims of their faith. Winfrid hearing soon after that, by the death
of Radbod, Charles Martel was become master of Friseland, and that a
door was there opened for the preaching of the gospel, he hastened thither
and during three years joined his labours with St Willebrord, to the great
increase of the faith; till, understanding that St Willebrord intended to
make him his successor in the episcopal charge, he was alarmed and left
that mission. For his excuse he alleged that the pope had enjoined him
a commission to preach the gospel to the heathens in Germany. From
Friseland he went into Hesse and part of Saxony; and wherever he came,
baptized many thousands of idolaters, destroyed temples, and built churches.
He acquainted Pope Gregory with this wonderful success by a letter which
he sent by one of his fellow-labourers, and at the same time consulted his
holiness upon several difficulties that occurred in his ministry. The pope
gave glory to God and congratulated him by a letter, in which he com-
manded him to repair to Rome, Winfrid immediately obeyed the order
and arrived there in 723. Gregory required of him a confession of his
faith, as is usual with regard to bishops elect- before their consecration,
He likewise put to him several questions concerning his missions and con-
verted countries, and after a few days ordained him bishop. Willibald says
that on this occasion the pope changed his rugged northern name of Winfrid
into that of Boniface; but he could only confirm that change, for we find
by the saint's letters that he then bore the name of Boniface, joining with
it that of Winfrid. The saint took an oath to maintain the purity of faith
and the unity of the church; a copy of which, written with his own hand,
he laid upon the tomb of St Peter. Pope Gregory gave him a book of
select canons of the church, to serve him for a rule in his conduct, and
by letters recommended him to Charles Martel and to all bishops and
princes wherever he should have occasion to travel.